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of assistance to one another. No teacher can teach liter-
ary appreciation successfully without increasing: the
pupil's command of language, only he may not increase it
to the same extent or in as useful ways as through lessons
directed to that particular object. And conversely some
acquaintance with and power over language is clearly a
condition of appreciating its use by others. I must at
least know the language whose literature I hope to enjoy.
It follows that in teaching the pupil to speak and write
English and to read it with understanding, the teacher is
putting his pupil in the way to enter the more special
domain of literature, and indeed that without this pre-
paration he cannot hope to enter it at all. If, then, the
methods of acquiring English advocated in previous
chapters of this book are sound methods, the economies
effected by adopting them will serve to shorten the
pupil's approach to higher things—literary appreciation
being one of them. And neither the teacher in the
-school, nor the University professor to whom he passes
the pupil on, need deplore the dearth of direct literature
teaching at the school stage, when the time is taken
up in laying its foundations sure. The difficulty at
present is that attempts are prematurely made to build
on sand.
The reader will appreciate the point more fully, and the
prospective teacher will appraise his own responsibilities
more justly, if I conclude this chapter by instancing
two or three ways in which effective teaching of the
English language is preparing the pupil for literary pur-
suits. Literary interest has three aspects, of which one
•or other is often uppermost in the attention of the reader
according to his personal bias and the special characteris-
tics of his author. We may distinguish these as interest in
the matter) interest in the manner\ and interest in the ma?i*
The methods of teaching English which have been set
before the reader in this book can prepare the pupil along
.all three lines. The interest that appeals earliest to the
growing child is interest in the manner, and not, as is
Sometimes assumed, in the matter of what is told him.
This is shown by the pleasure he takes in nursery rhymes,
in cradle songs, and repetitions of simple musical sounds.
r This pleasure is instinctive: it begins without • training.

